BEFORE THE GUAM PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
	IN THE MATTER OF:
THE PETITION OF THE GUAM POWER AUTHORITY FOR CREATION OF A NEW ENERGY STORAGE RATE.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Guam Public Utilities Commission [PUC] will conduct a public hearing on Guam Power Authority’s [GPA] Petition for Creation of a new Energy Storage Rate.  The public hearing will commence at 6:30 p.m. on April 13, 2021, at Conference Room, 3rd Floor, GCIC Building, 414 West Soledad Avenue, Hagatna, Guam.

GPA’s proposal would be applicable to all new Net Energy Metering (NEM) customers who install a solar PV or wind turbine system after the Energy Storage Rate is approved by the PUC.  NEM customers would elect to either: (1) use Frequency Control Capability or an Energy Storage System (ESS) with the installation of a new solar PV or wind turbine system; or (2) pay to GPA a monthly charge of $2.43 per KW pursuant to the Energy Storage Rate Schedule.
GPA believes that NEM Customers receive services from the grid subsidized by non-NEM customers including, but not limited to: (1) Use of the grid to sell power (get credit at full retail rate for excess production); (2) Use of the grid to energize their homes at night, but credited back from their production (uses Island power grid as storage); (3) Frequency regulation absorbed by grid for intermittencies; (4) Reactive power supply; (5) Voltage regulation; and (6) Stand-by power on overcast days that cannot produce sufficient power generation.

The current over 24MW of net metering capacity, without ESS or Frequency Control Capability, are alleged to result in significant intermittency which degrades the reliability of the island wide power system.  According to GPA, the number of automatic under-frequency load shedding events have increased substantially over the past few years due to intermittency of solar PV systems tied into the island’s power grid.  The addition of intermittent energy into the grid has and will continue to degrade system reliability and has led to substantial outages due to solar PV intermittency.
The purpose of the public hearing will be to provide PUC with public input and comment to assist it in determining whether GPA’s proposal should be adopted.  After the public hearings, at its next regularly scheduled meeting, the PUC will determine the appropriate action to be taken on GPA’s Petition.
Interested parties may review GPA’s Petition for Creation of a new Energy Storage Rate at the PUC Website, www.guampuc.com, or at the PUC Office, Suite 207, GCIC Bldg., Hagatna.  Copies of documents related to the Petition will be maintained at the PUC Office.
Interested persons may participate in the public hearing pursuant to Public Law 23-30:1, by application to the PUC at Suite 207, GCIC Building Hagatna.  PUC will also welcome public comments, whether oral or written.  Public comments will be entertained in the order registered with PUC staff at Suite 202 GCIC Building, commencing at 6:15 p.m. on the evening of the hearing.

PUC will also invite public comments on GPA’s Petition at additional hearings, which have been scheduled for the public’s convenience in accordance with Public Law 26-23 and will be held at the following locations and times:


6:30 p.m. April 14, 2021, Asan Community Center 

6:30 p.m. April 15, 2021, Dededo Senior Citizens Center

Public comments at the supplemental hearings will be welcomed in the order registered with PUC staff prior to the hearings.

Due to the current public health emergency, all persons attending the meeting will be required to wear masks.  Social distancing protocols will be observed. Further information about the hearings can be obtained from the PUC’s Administrator Lou Palomo at 472-1907.  Those with disabilities who need special accommodation to attend the hearings should also contact Ms. Palomo.

